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The EU Ecolabel is part of a broader approach of sustainable consumption and 
production.

The EU eco-label  is a market-based voluntary instrument that has as a major 
twofold purpose:

•to promote the design, production, marketing and use of consumer products 
and services that have a reduced environmental impact during their entire life-
cycle, and 
•to provide consumers with better information on the environmental quality of 
products and services, to help them make informed environmental choices in 
their purchases. 

The EU Ecolabel, what does it stand for?



Why should we use the Ecolabel?

The EU Ecolabel is awarded to products or services that:

•Use less energy;

•Last longer;

•Are easier to recycle;

•Consume fewer natural resources.



EU Ecolabel, the several product groups

Dishwasher, Heat pumps, Personal computers, Portable 

computers, Light bulbs, Televisions, Growing media, Soaps 

and shampoos, Footwear, Hard floor coverings, Copying 

paper, Bed matress, Soil improvers, Lubricants, 

dishwashing detergents, tissue paper, laundry detergents, 

hand dishwashing detergents, indoor paints/varnishes, 

textile products, all purpose & sanitary cleaners.

Campsite service, Tourist Accomodation service.



Ecolabel Licences by Product Group

0 2 2 4 4 6 10 11 12 12 14 16 19 20
26 27

52 54

75
81

97

283

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

H
eat pum

ps

Portable com
puters

Personal com
puters

Lightbulbs

Televisions

G
row

ing m
edia

Footw
ear

H
ard floor coverings

Soaps and sham
poos

Copying paper

Bed m
attress

Soil im
provers

Lubricants

D
ishw

ashing detergents
Tissue paper

Laundry detergents
Cam

p Site Service

H
and dishw

ashing detergents
Indoor and outdoor paints / varnishes
Textile products

A
ll-purpose &

 sanitary cleaners
Tourist accom

m
odation Service

Statistics by March 2009



Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000

Currently, this Regulation is under revision. The main changes associated with this 
revision are:

•a broader scope, including more product groups;
•a greater focus of environmental criteria on the most significant impacts, including 
climate change, and inclusion  of health and safety , social and ethical aspects;
•Enhanced relation to Green Public Procurement;
•A different level and approach to fees (application and annual fees);
•A revised logo.

EU Ecolabel, the framework Regulation



Still in force:
TAS – Tourist Accommodation Service – Commission Decision  2003/287/EC
CSS – Campsite Service – Commission Decision 2005/338/EC

But,
both were revised and new draft Decisions were approved on the Regulatory 
Committee, 19 March 2009.

However,
12 months will be granted for adaptation period

The EU Ecolabel  for Tourist Accommodation Service and 
Campsite  Service – state of play



Tourist Accommodation Service
The provision, for a fee, of sheltered overnight 
accommodation in appropriately equipped rooms, 
including at least a bed, offered as a main service 
to tourists, travellers and lodgers

Campsite service 
The provision, for a fee, of pitches equipped 
for mobile lodging structures within a defined 
area.
It shall also comprise other accommodation 
facilities suitable for the provision of shelter to 
lodgers and collective areas for communal 
service.

The EU Ecolabel  for Tourist Accommodation Service and 
Campsite  Service – Scope



EU Ecolabel for tourist accommodations (TAS)
At present 283 awarded hotels in 24 EU Countries, from which 143 IT, 33 FR, 20 IE, 
19 CH. 

EU Ecolabel for 
campsite services (CSS)
• At present 52 camp sites awarded 

in Europe, from which 16 IT, 14 
DE, 9 AT.

The EU Ecolabel  for Tourist Accommodation Service and 
Campsite  Service  at present



Benefits for tourist enterprises

•High-level award scheme
... Strong and reliable criteria
•Market opportunities for environmentally oriented enterprises
•Positive cost-benefit results
•Complies environmental standards



Environmental focus

•Energy and water saving
•Use of renewable resources
•Staff training
•Information for guests
•No dangerous chemical substances
•Environmental procurement
•Local food products



How to get the EU Ecolabel

Get in contact with your
Competent Body

Application documents

Payment of application 
fee

verification

Award

Right to use the Ecolabel
Within your marketing



Criteria – Mandatory and Optional Criteria

37 Mandatory criteria

47 Optional criteria: at least 16,5 points (from 

72,5 total points)
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Examples of Mandatory and Optional Criteria

Mandatory criteria
Electricity from renewable sources
Energy-efficient electrical equipment
Water-saving taps and showers
Waste separation by guests 
Optional criteria
Generation of energy through renewable 
energy sources
Bioclimatic architecture
Use of rainwater and recycled water
Organic gardens
Composting
Food from local and organic farms 



Application Fees

Type Application fee

Micro enterp. 75 ú

SME and appliccants 

from developing 

countries

225 ú

enterprises 300 ï1300 ú



Annual Fees

Calculation:
0,075 % of annual volume of sales*, 
(*= price for one overnight stay x number of overnight stays)

Reduction:
- 25 % for SME and applicants from developing  
countries
- 15 % for EMAS / ISO 14.000

max. 50% reduction!

Minimum of 100 úper year, Maximum 25000 ú

Note – “Neither the application fee nor the annual fee will include any cost 
towards testing and verification which may be necessary
for products which are the subject of applications. Applicants
will meet the cost of such testing and verification themselves.” article 3, Dec 
2000/728/EC



With the new framework Regulation – new 
approach on fees

Application fee Ÿ 200 to 1200 ú

•SME and developing countries, maximum 600 €

•Micro - enterprises, maximum 350 €

•20% reduction for applicants that are EMAS registered and/or ISO certified

Annual fee Ÿ Optional and up to 1500 ú

•SME and developing countries, maximum 750 €

•Micro - enterprises, maximum 350 €



Revised EU Ecolabel for TAS & CSS

Will come into force soon, but Operators will have a 12 month 
transition period for services that have been awarded the Ecolabel 
based on previous Decisions.

The main changes foreseen are:

•Stringer levels of compliance, in general terms, with special focus 
on energy efficiency and water consumption;
•At least 50% of electricity from renewable energy sources 
(mandatory criterion);
•Some new criteria;
•A new score, on TAS, minimum 20-31 points, out of 116 points
•A new score, on CSS, minimum 20-35 points, out of 126 points.



Where to get further information?

• Competent Body
• Official Website of EU Commission 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel
• Marketing Website www.ecolabel-tourism.eu

http://www.traintoecolabel.org/
http://www.traintoecolabel.org/
http://www.ecolabel-tourisme.eu/
http://www.ecolabel-tourisme.eu/
http://www.ecolabel-tourisme.eu/


Thanks!

Paula Cristina Gomes
European Commission 
DG Environment - G2 - Environment and Industry 
BU 9 - 4/172 Brussels 
Tel: +32-2-299-89-76 Fax: +32-2-299-03-13 
email: Paula-Cristina.Gomes@ec.europa.eu 


