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Congratulations on 100 years of Hostelling!

(b)Burg Altena

ά¢ƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎǳƴέ
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And thank you!
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ÅThinking like a Tree ςSustainable Youth 
Hostelling for Future Generations.

ÅWhat is this presentation all about?

Å! ƴŜǿ άƘŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘέ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 
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ÅWhat is our starting point? 

Å²Ƙŀǘ  άƘŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘέ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
moment?

ÅWhatever it is ςit has led to this.
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And this.  Globally - All the indicators of 
sustainability and in the wrong direction. 
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Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǊ άƘŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΚέ 

People Planet

Profit
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wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ άƘŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ
ÅNature  is an unlimited resource and if we come up against 

limits technology will solve the problem

ÅEnergy is infinite and cheap ςfrom fossil fuel

ÅWaste and toxics are acceptable as long as they are disposed 
of responsibly

ÅSuccess is measured by efficient and highly productive 
systems

ÅWe accept a fragile and inflexible systems
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Å It is acceptable to reduce diversity ςnatural, social, cultural

ÅEconomic growth is the way to improve the quality of life
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So what are we to do?

ÅWe might be a little stupid but surely not THAT 
stupid!

ÅOf course not!

ÅWe are trying to make the current system less bad 

ÅWhich is great !

ÅBut being less bad is not the

same as being good!
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I heard of plenty of great examples yesterday

ÅNew Hostels in Canada, Scotland, New Zealand, 
Germany

ÅLots of eco ideas from organic food ςenergy saving ς
renewable energy ςrecycling - purchasing 

ÅEuropean Eco-Label 

ÅSome hostels are measuring their CO2 emissions
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Swiss Youth Hostels Sustainability Report

Co2 emissions 

2000   2007   2008   2010

ÅCO2 output (t) 2,059  1,813  1,759  1,893

Å(t/1,000 m²)     33.84  26.98  24.28  30.98
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hƴ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

http://www.ecologicalfootprint.com/

We  exceed global carrying 
capacity by 30%.

On 26th September we 
passed óovershoot dayô for 
2009. 

For the rest of the year 
humanity will live by 
depleting natural capital.

http://www.ecologicalfootprint.com/
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ÅThe scale of the challenge is too big ς90% changes 
are needed

ÅYou never change things by fighting against the 
existing reality. To change something, build a new 
model that makes the old model obsolete.  
Buckminster Fuller

and

ÅLǘ  ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ά9ƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŦƻǊ 
ŜǾŜǊέ
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Sowe need a new habit of mind


