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Youth Hostels 

The Idea… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Youth Hostelling movement began in 1909 in 
Germany. The teacher Richard Schirrmann was on an 
eight day tour with his pupils, when they were surprised 
by a thunder storm. They spent the night sheltering in an 
empty school building, and as he lay awake, he suddenly 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ IƻǎǘŜƭǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΩǎ 
walk apart for all young people interested in hiking. 
  
This happened on 26 August 1909, the official birthday of 
the International Youth Hostelling Movement. The first 
purpose-built Youth Hostel was opened 3 years later in 
1912 at the Castle of Altena, Germany. 
  
EUFED, the European voice of Youth Hostelling, is 
celebrating its 20th Anniversary in 2007. Our main tasks 
are promoting education, intercultural exchange and 
dialogue between young people and we are developing 
and running different pilot projects to support this. 
 



Youth Hostels 

 Education and Travel 
 

 
 
                                                                                 
         

In detail, our aims are: to promote the education of 
young people of all nations, but especially young 
people of limited means, by encouraging in them a 
greater knowledge, love and care of countryside and 
appreciation of the cultural values of towns and 
cities in all parts of the world. To achieve this we 
provide safe, secure, welcoming and affordable 
accommodation in Youth Hostels for young people 
in their travels, where there shall be no distinction 
of race, nationality, color, religion, sex, class or 
political opinion.  Through this, a spirit of friendship, 
tolerance and mutual understanding of their fellow 
men will be developed, both at home and abroad, 
as well as raising awareness of environmental, 
citizenship and intercultural values. 



EUFED 

   The Association… 

 
EUFED, the European Union Federation of 
Youth Hostel Associations is an independent, 
non-profit making organization.  
EUFED represents 22 Youth Hostel Associations 
in 19 European countries with: 
  
ü 1 800 Youth Hostels across Europe (prices 

kept as low as possible) 
ü About 2.8 million members (many of whom 

are young people) 
ü More than 23 million overnight stays within 

Europe (school and college groups, families, 
international backpackers) 
ü More than 20.000 employees  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Members:  
AIG - Italy 
AN ÓIGE - Ireland 
CAJL - Luxembourg 
DANHOSTEL - Denmark 
DJH - Germany 
FUAJ - France  
HYHA - Hungary 
LAJ - Belgium (F) 
MOVIJOVEM - Portugal 
STAYOKAY - Netherlands 
ÖJHV - Austria  
ÖJHW - Austria 
PZS - Slovenia 
REAJ - Spain 
SYHA - Scotland 
VJH - Belgium (D) 
YHA England&Wales 
 

Affiliate Members: 
CYHA - Croatia  
FSJ - Serbia and Montenegro 
MYHA - FYR of Macedonia 
SJH - Switzerland 
YH Romania 
 



EUFED 

Lobbying at a European Level 
 

EUFED was established in 1987 to create a platform for Youth Hostelling 
at EU level, and to promote the idea of Youth Hostelling in Europe to EU 
institutions such as the European Parliament, the EU Commission and 
other stakeholders. Young people are eager to experience different 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 
Youth Hostels. EUFED represents the interests, at EU level, of the 
national Youth Hostel Associations of Europe and the young people who 
stay at Youth Hostels. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Therefore we need awareness and the willingness to support our work 
from the European institutions, today and in the fǳǘǳǊŜΦ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ   
  
Peter Kaiser, EUFED President (Austria) 

 



EUFED 

Coordinating and Promoting  
 
EUFED aims to make best practice at national level into coherent 
European practice, and to integrate EU funded projects into Youth Hostel 
business at the national level, as well as to raise awareness of young 
people about EU matters.  
 
For example, EUFED conducted an information campaign « Are U ready 4 
the €! » to tell young people about the Euro in a youth- friendly way, 
conveying the message that the Euro and Youth Hostels together make 
travelling much easier.  
         

 

        
 

 

 



EUFED 

Our latest achievements 

 

EUFED has, together with several project partners, developed a web-based 
e-learning module with the latest information and best practice on 
environmental management in the tourism accommodation sector, and 
particularly in Youth Hostels. This is available online at our homepage 
www.eufed.org.   
 

 
 

 

 

EUFED has also conducted international seminars:  
 
ü άIOU Respect - Youth Hostels and Education through Sport for Young 
Cŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀȅŜǊǎέΣ Almada Youth Hostel, Portugal, 23rd-24th April 2004 

 
ü ά¸ƻǳǘƘ IƻǎǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ŎǘƛǾŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 9¦ 
ƭŜǾŜƭέ, Klagenfurt Youth Hostel, Austria, 27th-28th April 2006 

 
ü ά¸ƻǳǘƘ IƻǎǘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅέΣ Edinburgh Central Youth 

Hostel, Scotland, 23rd-24th November 2006 



EUFED           

Our Agenda for Today and the Future 
 
 

EUFED "Salerno Declaration" (2003) 
 
Access to Europe for all, by overcoming barriers to youth travel to, and 
within, Europe (visa reform etc.).  
 
Contribute to the EU in the fields of education, social inclusion and the 
environment, which means ensuring that children in Europe have the 
opportunity to have at least one residential stay in a Youth Hostel, as part of 
their school curriculum.  
 
Develop the Youth Hostel network in the EU, which means promoting the 
economic and social development of the Youth Hostel movement across 
Europe (especially in CEE countries). 
 

EUFED "Toledo Declaration"(2005) 
   
Ensuring cultural and natural diversity in Europe, which means promoting 
sustainable tourism and building, refurbishing and establishing more Youth 
Hostels across Europe to high environmental standards,  certified with eco-
labels and oǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ άŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎέΦ  
 
Enhancing cultural understanding, which means developing and carrying 
out a range of multicultural, active citizenship and socially inclusive projects.  
 



The EUFED Executive Committee 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Peter Kaiser - President 
ÖJHV (Austria) 

Patrick Bernard - Vice-President & Treasurer 
FUAJ (France) 

Bernd Dohn - Member 
DJH (Germany)  

Roger Clarke - Member 
YHA E&W (UK) 
Roger completed a PhD on rural social and economic development in Eastern Canada at McGill 
University in Montreal in 1972.  He has been Chief Executive of the Youth Hostels Association 
(England and Wales) since January 2000 and was appointed to the EUFED Executive Committee in 
2002. 
  
Roger is aged 59, and is married with two sons. His recreational activities include walking, 
mountaineering and cycling. 

Bernd Dohn started his work at the National DJH office in 1994 as Head of the Department for 
Strategy Policy. Since 1997 he has held the positions of Secretary General and National Chief 
Executive Officer respectively.  
 
At the 2001 Annual Assembly of the European Union Federation of Youth Hostel Associations (EUFED) 
Bernd was elected to the EUFED Board and again in 2005. 

 

Patrick was born in 1953. He is an Economics and Management teacher in the region of Chambéry. 
Patrick has been involved as a volunteer in the Youth Hostelling movement since 1976. He is the 
National Treasurer of the French Youth Hostel Association FUAJ (Fédération Unie des Auberges de 
Jeunesse). 
 
He was elected as EUFED Executive Committee Member in November 2000, re-elected in 2001 and 
2005 as Vice-President and Treasurer. He is especially involved in EUFED budget matters. He says that 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ IƻǎǘŜƭǎΩ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ 
and philosophy 

Peter has been a Board Member of the Carinthian Youth Hostel Association since 1979 and Chief 
Executive Officer since 1987. He was appointed Board Member of the Austrian Youth Hostel Association 
(ÖJHV) in 1988 and became ÖJHV Vice-President in 2006. His involvement with EUFED started in 1997 as 
Vice-President and then as President in 2001. Between 2002-2006, Peter was also a Board Member of 
IYHF (the International Youth Hostel Federation). 
 
Peter was born in 1958 and he has one son. He is the Chairman of the Social Democratic Party of the 
Regional Carinthian Parliament. He is an experienced runner, actively participates in marathons and 
triathlons and was Ironman on three occasions. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: 
 

      
 
Mario Mohr, Operating Director 
Michèle Obert, Coordinator 
 
EUFED (European Union Federation of Youth Hostel Associations) 
Hoogstraat 25, rue Haute 
B-1000 Brussels 
 
(  +32(0)2 502 80 66  
Fax +32(0)2 502 55 78 
info@eufed.org 
www.eufed.org 

http://www.eufed.org/

